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ynge, and sweatynge, hoopinge shortly to obtaine it, being in the
meane season merie and lustie.
The other secte is no lesse desirous of labotire, but they embrace
matrimonye, not despisynge the solace therof, thinking that they can
not be discharged of their bounden duties towardes nature without
labour and toyle, nor towardes their native countrey without pro-
creation of children. They abstaine from no pleasure that doeth
nothinge hinder them from laboure. They love the flesh of foure
footed beastes, bicause they beleve that by that meate they be made
hardier and stronger to woorke. The Utopians counte this secte
the wiser, but the other the holier. Which in that they preferre
single life before matrimony, and that sharp life before an easier life,
if herein they grounded upon reason they would mock them. But
now forasmuch as they say they be led to it by religion, they honor
and worship them. And these be they whom in their language by a
peculiar name, they cal Buthrescas, the which woord by interpreta-
tion slgnifieth to us men of religion or religious men.
They have priestes of exceding holmes, and therefore very few.
For there be but xiij. in every citie accordinge to the number of their
churches, savyng when they go furthe to battell. For than vij. of
them goo furth with the arrnie: in whose steades so manie newe be
made at home. But the other at their retourne home again reentre
every one into his owne place, they that be above the numbre, until!
suche time as they succede into the places of the other at their dyinge,
be in the meane season continuallie in companie with the bishoppe*
For he is the chiefe head of them al. They be chosen of the people,
as the other magistrates be, by secrete voices for the avoydinge of
strife.
After their election they be consecrate of their own companie.
They be overseers of al divine matters, orderers of religions, and as
it wer judges and maisters of maners. And it is a great dishonestie
and shame to be rebuked or spoken to by any of them for dissolute
and Incontinent living. But as It is their office to geve good exhorta-
tions and counsel, so is It the dutie of the prince and the other
magistrates to correct and punishe offenders, saving that the priestes,
whome they find exceading vicious livers, them they excommunicate
from having anye Interest in divine matters. And there Is almoste
no punishement amonge them more feared. For they runne in verye
great infamie, and be Inwardly tormented with a secret feare of re-
ligion, and shall not long scape free with their bodies. For tmlesse
they by quicke repentaunce approve amendement of their lives to
the priestes, they be taken and punished of the counsel, as wicked
and Irreligious.
Both childhode and youth is instructed, and taught of them. Nor
they be not more diligente to instructe them in learning, then in vertue